West Sussex Welfare to Work Forum – 19th April 2007  


Present:
Angie Elliott-Dickson (JCP Senior Business Manager); Susan Allen (Adult Services commissioning Manager for External funding); Paul Askew (Head of Revenues and Benefits); Paul Tonkin (Worthing Borough Council, Housing and Council Tax Benefit); Katie Ford (Community caseworker for Martlett Homes) Mike Burgess (JCP External Relations); Andrew Dale (Crawley Borough Council)  Paul Stoggles (Learning and Skills Council)  Phil Shields (Front of House Business Manager Bognor ) Angela Londal (Littlehampton JCP –Minutes) 

Apologies:
Caroline Woods (West Sussex Economic Partnership)

Record of Decisions and Action Points

	Agenda Item: Terms of Reference

	Decision:

The draft terms of reference were reissued to those without copies.

· Meetings to run quarterly unless issues arise from emerging business.



	
	
	

	Agenda Item: JCP Performance Overview



	Decision:

Phil Shields gave an overview on JCPs Performance using the current information available :-

· Copy attached.

Members were very interested in the information contained therein and the differing trends within Local Authorities.



	Action Point:

19/04:1
	Population data to be built on as more information on the April ’07 figures becomes available to be discussed at next meeting. 
	Phil Shields

	Action Point:

19/04:2
	Tax Credits information from HMRC for our Cluster would be useful to have plus a possible representative to attend our next meeting.
	Angie Elliott-Dickson

	Action Point:

19/04:3


	More information is available regarding wards – requests via e-mail to Dionne for this.
	Dionne Bennett

	Agenda Item: JCP/LSC Plan

	Decision:

Summary of key points to be provided by Mike Burgess and Paul Stoggles:-

The plan is to make sure the two organisations have their services lined up with each other to have an

Impact on  the starts in a number of areas as people make themselves available for work.

 

	Action Point:

19/04:4
	Key points to be provided.
	Mike Burgess

Paul Stoggles

	Action Point:

19/04:5
	Change Team to be invited to attend next meeting to discuss with Members some of the projects coming up under Jobcentreplus.
	Angie Elliott-Dickson

cleared

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Agenda Item: Employer Engagement for service delivery and JCP customers

	Decision:

Paul Stoggles gave an overview on the aims of the above:-

· Brighton and Hove are going to have an employment and skills plan between JCP, LSC and City Council.

· Suggests that we have a mechanism in place to take this up in the West Sussex County Council area

· As a Welfare to Work Forum which is the best way to behave and move forward so that we don’t all approach the same employers.

Members were very keen to swap information available and see it all link together.



	Action Point:

19/04:6
	See if there is a structure or hub from which a group can be formed as Employer Engagement Partners and feedback at next meeting.
	Mike Burgess

Paul Stoggles

	Action Point:

19/04:7
	Record interest of group for Employer Engagement strategy for West Sussex – Partners to feed information into it via Dionne.


	All



	Agenda Item: Future Meeting Dates

	Decision:

Future meetings will be held at Littlehampton JCP with a 10.00am start time.  Dates:  19.7.07, 18.10.07 & 17.1.08

	Agenda Item: AOB

	Decision:

Paul Tonkin expressed concern that not everything in the forum meetings were relevant from a benefit delivery view and that some items would be better suited by the attendance of Economic Development Managers with perhaps alternate attendance.

Paul Askew will attend meetings and feedback to Andy and Paul any relevant information and minutes.  An Economic Development Lead to be invited to attend in Paul and Andy’s place.

Susan Allen is retiring at the end of June and so this is her last meeting.  A replacement for her will attend the next meeting and she will forward on all the relevant information.  We wish her well in her retirement.

Katie Ford will be on maternity leave for our next meeting.  We wish her well also.

Action Points carried forward from 11th January 07 meeting.



	Action Point:

11/01:6
	Paul Tonkin to send change of circs info to Dionne for distribution to relevant staff.
	Paul Tonkin

	Action Point:

11/01:7
	Paul Tonkin to advise Worthing JCP contact names and numbers he requires to Dionne who will forward to Janet for response
	Paul Tonkin

Janet Hughes

	Action Point:

11/01:8
	Other Council contact names to be emailed to Dionne 
	Paul Tonkin

Paul Askew cleared

	Action Point:

11/01:1  
	Representative required from the Voluntary Sector – (VOLG suggested). Mike to try to find contact details                                                                               
	Mike Burgess

cleared

	Action Point:

11/01:3
	Rowland Higgins suggested to represent the Association for the Disabled.  Susan Allen to provide contact details to Dionne                                                                       
	Susan Allen



	Action Point:
11/01:4


	Details of Mobile Unit availability and what events are booked to be covered at present to be provided.
	Janet Hughes
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