Bournemouth Hotel School

Update 18 July 2007

Background

There have been problems with the development relating to planning and purchasing the site. The estimated opening date is now late 2009. The preferred developer is due to be formally announced in the next month.

The project idea has evolved since its first inception, which was originally to be a Hotel, owned by Bournemouth University where students could undertake training. It will now operate as a fully commercial profit making concern operated by a private sector hotelier.

The site

The site for the hotel was formerly a leisure centre owned by Bournemouth City Council. The Council were keen to encourage the creation of a hotel on the site but it was considered too small by developers. The RDA was able to buy the adjacent site and offer it back to the Council on a long term lease. The two sites were then offered to the market and it was then considered a viable development. The proposed hotel will now offer 220 bedrooms.

The provision

Bournemouth University is developing a foundation degree linked to the various jobs that will be undertaken within the hotel. The content of the curriculum is being designed around the various jobs within the hotel. Students will work 32 hours per week and attend training days each week within the hotel and taught by University lecturers. Students will be paid the minimum wage by the hotel and will be expected to work across the range of hotel jobs across a two-year period. It is estimated that 30% of employees will be university students with the remainder being professional staff.

The outcomes

Students who complete the two year programme will secure a foundation degree in Hospitality Management, a further year at the university will enable students to secure a BA honours in Hospitality Management. They will be expected to pay fees either topped up, with subsidies or the full cost.

In the long term the University hopes to franchise delivery to FE Colleges such as Poole and Bournemouth. These two colleges are also be involved in the hotel school and will be negotiating day release placements for students undertaking level 2 & 3 NVQ’s in hospitality.

Additional information
The university expressed a desire to look at widening access to its provision to those who would not normally attend a university. 

Bournemouth University came top of the Guardian Newspaper league for Tourism & Hospitality and project is part of the Sector Skills Council bid for a National Skills Academy and the university is working with them to see how the project can be scaled up.

The University would be happy to explore how the programme could be delivered in Brighton & Hove working with City College. They stressed that the delivery is not dependent on the creation of new hotels and welcomed the opportunity of working with existing hotels possibly in consortium to deliver a similar offer.
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Type
Set up cost
Investors
Provision
Reports Available
Developer / lead contacts

Bournemouth Hotel School & Conference Centre

Fully commercial enterprise

4 Star Hotel teaching school offering up to 60 student placements.

Opening 2008, first students Spring 2008
£40 million
SWRDA - £2 Million

Private Sector? £38 Million

Bournemouth University


Bournemouth and Poole College

Bournemouth Borough Council
Foundation degree

Hospitality courses
Savoy Educational Trust funded a Feasibility study & business plan
Paramount Hotels Ltd
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07770 997700

SWRDA contact Bruce Voss


01202 649282

bruce.voss@southwestrda.gov.uk
Danaway Hotels Ltd

Joan Senior 01202 - 295723
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