BHCC LEP Project Meeting Report

Date: 7.02.08
Present: Daniel Shelley (DS) – Adult Services Manager
Claire Mitchell (CM) – Consultant – Engage Employment Solutions Ltd

Opportunities:

DS suggested that this programme looked into the Council’s local leisure centres, which are based in Stanley Deason, Longhill, Moulsecombe, King Alfred, Prince Regent, Portslade CC, Hollingdean, Craven Vale; all the key deprivation areas.

The current contract holders are DC Leisure.

Young people, especially NEETs, regularly request to work in gyms preferring more active careers.

CM mentioned town planning, knowing from professional friends that there is a serious lack of planners. DS mentioned that Idea, a Government agency, were working on this with planning.

DS informed that the only apprenticeships in BHCC in 2008 were in the finance department, suggesting they worked well here because of the recruitment and retention issues at lower levels.

DS manages the Education Business Partnership, who are interested in work placements across BHCC for 14 – 19 yr olds. These could be block placements or for the specialised diplomas one day per week. DS felt the 14 – 19 Contact centre could manage this work experience programme.
CM mentioned the proposed LEP mentoring scheme, DS suggested staff being allowed time off to go to local schools to assist on projects with young people as being part of this programme.

DS advised that the CESP group want to get all the Pathways and ESF providers together to target their funding; CM advised caution on the style of the approach.

DS advised that Sarah Columbo and Caroline Parker were looking for champions for their Anti Poverty Strategy for Children Centres.

DS advised that Bee Pooley (in his team) is taking forward the Outreach Forum; they’re developing a strategy protocol on how to deal with the long term unemployed.
Next Steps:

CM to speak to Steve Holt, Phil Weaving, Nigel McCutheon. 
CM to email project brief to CJ for future references.
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Making a success of Employer Engagement
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