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· As a small business could you benefit from extra staff support without the costs?

· Would you like to do more for the local Community?

In Brighton & Hove we have high local unemployment, twice the regions average, yet conversely 9,600 unemployed residents actively looking to get back into work! It costs our local economy an average of £3,500 per annum to keep someone on benefits! Being unemployed has been medically proven to have a negative effect on someone confidence and general level of mental health, trying to get into work and being constantly knocked back is even worse!
Brighton & Hove’s OEEG (Operational Employer Engagement Group), a collection of the 46 local agencies which support local people who are keen to work back into work, is always looking for community spirited businesses willing to give these individuals a chance. The process is supported in such a way that there is little or no risk to both the individual and the business.

Each agency is different and works with a different community group, for example EOPPS (Employment Opportunities for Disabled People) support disabled clients into work. They advise businesses on all the financial support available to make these transitions as positive as possible. The 50+ Project works with people over 50, who generally have been retired early and wish to or need to keep earning. 

Why would you want to get involved? Giving someone a work placement makes good business sense the benefits include;

· Extra support without the costs

· Improved staff motivation, morale and management skills

· Greater visibility in the Community

· Free publicity in the local press

· A workforce that reflects the diversity of the Community

· You can apply for your CommunityMark; see www.bhbcp.org.uk 

For more information or a casual discussion please contact Claire Mitchell on 01273 774796 or email on claire.mitchell@bhbcp.org.uk 
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