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THE STORY told by Peter wright

Drosselmeyer, a timeless magician and creator of mechanical toys and 
clocks, was once employed in a royal palace where he invented a trap 
that killed off half the mouse population. In revenge the wicked Queen 
of the Mice cast a spell over Drosselmeyer’s nephew, Hans-Peter, which 
transformed him into an ugly Nutcracker doll. The only way to break the 
spell was for the Nutcracker to commmit an act of great bravery by 
slaying the Mouse King, and for a young girl to love and care for him in 
spite of his appearance.

When Drosselmeyer is invited to entertain the guests at a Christmas 
party that his friends, the Stahlbaums, are giving, he decides that this 
could well be the opportunity he has been looking for.

Their daughter, Clara, is a little younger than Hans-Peter imprisoned  
in the Nutcracker, and what better time than Christmas, when the mice 
are busy stealing the leftovers, for a confrontation between the Mouse 
King and the Nutcracker? He decides to put the Nutcracker in the 
tender care of Clara and makes a special Christmas Angel to guide  
her through her task.

When all the guests have departed and the house is asleep, Clara, in 
search of the Nutcracker, creeps downstairs and discovers Drosselmeyer 
waiting for her. He draws her into his own special world of fantasy, where 
time is suspended, exerts all his powers to transform the living room into 
a great battlefield and summons the Mouse King. 

In the ensuing battle between the mice and the toy soldiers the 
Nutcracker slays the Mouse King, but only through the intervention of 
Clara, who, out of compassion, saves the Nutcracker’s life. Transformed 
into his real self, he dances with Clara and they set off on their journey to 
the Land of Snow.

INTERVAL

In the Land of Snow. Drosselmeyer sends them on a magic journey to the 
Sugar Garden in the Kingdom of Sweets where they meet the Sugar 
Plum Fairy and her Prince. Freed at last from his imprisonment inside the 
Nutcracker, Hans-Peter recounts to the Sugar Plum Fairy his great 
adventure and how Clara saved his life. They then join in a magnificent 
entertainment put on by Drosselmeyer to honour them for their bravery.

Returning to reality, Clara runs out into the street in search of 
Drosselmeyer and encounters a strangely familiar young man, while back 
in his workshop Drosselmeyer prays that his efforts will be rewarded. 
When his nephew returns he knows the spell has indeed been broken.



For more information about the Royal Opera House or to watch the extra 
features from this performance again, visit www.roh.org.uk

Our Cinema Season is supported by Bank of America Merrill Lynch.  
This collaboration enables the Royal Opera House to expand access to  
great performances of opera and ballet far beyond the current levels,  

enabling people to get direct contact with both live and recorded  
productions in their home towns, wherever that may be across the world.

DON’T MISS…

Puccini: La bohème (The Royal Opera)
Delayed live, Tuesday 15 January 2013

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (The Royal Ballet)
Live in cinemas, Thursday 28 March 2013

Royal Opera House Live Cinema Season 2012/13
www.roh.org.uk/cinema

Tweet your thoughts about tonight’s performance before it starts,  
during the interval or afterwards with #ROHnutcracker

Cast

apProximate timings

Live cinema relay begins at 7:15PM

Feature Polishing The Nutcracker

	 Act I 	 50 minutes

	C inema interval	 20 minutes
Feature The Magic of The Nutcracker

	A ct II	 50 minutes

	 The live relay will end at approximately 9.45PM

Herr Drosselmeyer GARY AVIS

Clara meaghan grace hinkis    

Hans-Peter/The Nutcracker Ricardo cervera

ACT I
Scene I: Drosselmeyer’s workshop, early evening

Drosselmeyer’s Assistant PAUL KAY

Scene 2: A street outside the Stahlbaums’ house
Maiden Aunts Caroline Jennings, Susan Nye     Housekeeper barbara rhodes

Scene 3: The Stahlbaums’ living room
Dr Stahlbaum THOMAS WHITEHEAD     Mrs Stahlbaum ELIZABETH MCGORIAN

Fritz (Clara’s brother) JoHNNY RANDALL     Clara’s Partner JAMES HAY

Grandmother KRISTEN MCNALLY     Grandfather ALASTAIR MARRIOTT

Dancing Mistress GENESIA ROSATO     Captain DAVID PICKERING

Dolls:  HarlequiN BRIAN MALONEY     Columbine ELIZABETH HARROD  
Soldier alexander campbell     Vivandière emma maguire

St Nicholas tomas mock

Scene 4: The Battle
Mouse King David Pickering

Scene 5: The Land of Snow
Snowflakes artists of the royal ballet

Singers London Oratory Junior Choir   Director Charles Cole

Act II
Scene I: The journey to the Kingdom of Sweets

Scene 2: The Sugar Garden of the Palace
The Sugar Plum Fairy Roberta Marquez     The Prince Steven Mcrae

Divertissements
Spanish Dance CHRISTINA ARESTIS, DAVID PICKERING, 

cLAIRE CALVERT, BRIAN MALONEY, Laura MCCulloch, THOMAS WHITEHEAD

Arabian Dance MELISSA HAMILTON, RYOICHI HIRANO, 
KENTA KURA, eric underwood

Chinese Dance FERNANDO MONTAñO, ANDREJ USPENSKI, 
JONATHAN WATKINS, JAMES WILKIE 

Russian Dance JAMES HAY, PAUL KAY

Dance of the Mirlitons elizabeth harrod, EMMA MAGUIRE, AKANE TAKADA, sabina westcombe 

Waltz of the Flowers
Rose Fairy LAURA MORERA

Her Escorts ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, VALERI HRISTOV,  
JOHANNES STEPANEK, DAWID TRZENSIMIECH

Leading Flowers YUHUI CHOE, HELEN CRAWFORD, HIKARU KOBAYASHI, ITZIAR MENDIZABAL

Artists of The Royal Ballet

Grand pas de deux Roberta MarqUEZ, STEVEN MCRAE

Finale Entire Cast

Scene 3: A street outside the Stahlbaums’ house

Scene 4: Drosselmeyer’s workshop later that night
Aunts, Uncles, Parents, Maids, ManservAnts, Revellers, Children,  
Toy Soldiers, Mice, Gingerbreads, Rabbit Drummer, Pages, Sentry

Artists of The Royal Ballet, Students of The Royal Ballet LOWER School

Angels Students of The Royal Ballet Upper School


